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manageress. An unusually sultry spell of summer that set in caused "the booking to go all to pieces," the box-keeper's consolatory expression. Our actor, however, has not lost faith in the subject, to this hour, and a year or two later encouraged me to make another attempt; while Miss Terry has been always eager to attempt the heroine, in which she is confident of producing a deep impression.
At this time our actor's position was a singular one. It had occurred to many that there was something strange and abnormal in the spectacle of the most conspicuous performer of his time, the one who "drew" most money of all his contemporaries, being under the direction of a simple, excellent lady, somewhat old-fashioned in her ideas, and in association with a mediocre company and economical appointments. There was here power clearly going to waste. Though his suggestions were always readily accepted, this was subject of course to the economic limitations aforesaid. It soon became evident that his talents were heavily fettered, and that he had now attained a position which, to say the least, was inconsistent with such surroundings. His own delicacy of feeling, and a sense of old obligation, which however was really slender enough, had long restrained him ; but now, on the advice of friends, and for the sake of his own interests, he felt that matters could go on no longer in such a state, and that the time had arrived for making some serious change. The balancing of obligations is always a delicate matter, but it may be said that in
Hce of economy on the part of the worthy possess it." " This," he added, telling the story, " is the little trinket which I wear on my watch-chain." and with a sardonic leer and his hands joined behind his back, the King walked away. The curtain descended for a moment, and all was put right.rom the with the piteous irritation as to the missing corkscrew, his figure being full of strange twitches and jerks and angles."
